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SHALL WE NEED CHURCHES? 

By churches we mean what the word usually stands for — local 
bodies of Christians who have organized for the purpose of maintain- 
ing worship, observing the sacraments, giving religious education, 
and acting as the moral and religious leaven of the community. 
The Young Men's Christian Association, Red Cross societies, and 
similar bodies are not churches. They are due to the influence of the 
churches, they may express the spirit of the churches, but they are 
different sorts of institutions. 

Are these organizations to replace the churches ? 

We do not believe that such a replacement is possible in the 
sense that the churches will cease to exist and in their place will be 
these various social and philanthropic institutions. 

But to be frank, we believe that the next few years will deter- 
mine whether the churches as actual organizations are needed. 
For they will be outgrown if they have no real leadership in their 
communities. 

Notice that we say churches — not Christians. The Christian 
point of view has gained enormously both despite of and because 
of the war. We are in an age that is rapidly bringing to fruition 
social forces which have been growing more powerful for the last 
generation. Middle-aged people have not lived in vain. The 
world is fighting to protect institutions and ideals which in essence 
are the development of biblical ethics and religion as they culmi- 
nated in Jesus. The Christianity of Jesus is not in question. 

But will the churches, as in the past, be the social expression of 
this spirit, or shall we come to a time when churches will be outgrown 
because other institutions better express the spirit of Jesus ? 

Churches will not be needed as mere competitors in philanthropic 
and humanitarian activity. Churches without such activity will 
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decline into inconsequential clubs supporting piety and their private 
chaplains, but churches that have only such significance will decay. 
They cannot hope to compete with highly specialized philanthropies. 

Churches must lead in spiritual things and serve in temporal 
things. To imitate Jesus is to pray as truly as it is to heal the sick 
or to assist the poor. 

Just now, when an exhibition on a wholesale scale has been 
given of the altruistic qualities of Christian people, churches face 
their opportunity too indifferently. They are patriotic but not 
prophetic. 

Church leaders who today stress points of denominational differ- 
ence, make theological formulas essential for participation in social 
service, divorce religion from devotion to one's fellows, are threaten- 
ing the very existence of the churches. But just as truly church 
leaders should be repudiated who belittle religious beliefs, put social 
service over against trust in God, make agnosticism in religion a pre- 
requisite for sacrifice to human needs. 

Churches will be needed according to proportion in which they 
make human fraternity the outward expression of an inward sense 
of divine sonship. 

If present indications mean anything, the religion of tomorrow 
will have profound if simple beliefs and extensive as well as intelli- 
gent social service. It is suicide for the churches not to seize the 
opportunity to lead and educate this new religious spirit. 



